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Beyond Sparkles and Superheroes

The list is comprised of books that have been 

selected because they promote positive gender 

equality messages and celebrate children’s 

individuality.  The early years is an important 

setting to target because already children are 

absorbing messages relating to gender, and books 

and stories are communication and learning tools 

that can either reinforce or challenge traditional 

gender stereotypes. The books compiled in ‘Beyond 

Sparkles and Superheroes’ support the idea that 

gender does not limit children’s opportunities to 

realise their full potential, and that small 

differences – such as likes, dislikes, strengths and 

weaknesses – are not based on gender.  This list is 

designed to complement other books and traditional 

stories available in the library.


